
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“FBCSF: Our Start”
Acts 2:41-47

Main Idea: God’s Word gives us the key characteristics that make the church the church.

CHARACTERISTICS of the church:
The church is people who have responded by faith and obedience to the Gospel (41).

Peter had just preached a powerful sermon that was focused on the reality that Jesus 
was the Messiah or Christ; that the people in Jerusalem had killed Jesus; but that Jesus was 
alive! He had preached the Gospel, and the Holy Spirit had convicted the hearts of many who 
heard the Gospel such that they cried out in Acts 2:37, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Through 
the simple preaching of the Gospel, God worked in the hearts of thousands, leading about 3,000 
souls into His church that day. How were the people saved? They heard the Gospel. The were 
convicted by the Holy Spirit. They received or accepted the truth of the Gospel, and they 
surrendered their lives to Jesus as Lord and Christ over their lives, which was evident in their 
obedience in baptism that day. This is the church! It’s not a building or a place, but it’s people 
who have responded by faith and obedience to the Gospel.
1. What does it mean to receive the word (Gospel)? Are there distinctions between believing and 

receiving? If so, what are they? Why is this important?
2. Based on Peter’s sermon in Acts 2, can you identify and share the heart of the Gospel? 

Within your group, what tools do you know and use to help you share the Gospel?
3. Do you see the church as people and not a place? If not, why not? If so, how has that 

changed the way you view the church and your role in the church?

The church is devoted to God’s Word, to God’s work, to the worship of God, and to 
dependence on God (42-43).

Immediately, God’s Word moves to a summary of the characteristics of the believers 
God had gathered together as the church. Acts 2:42-43 provides a key picture into the heart of 
the early church, which were hearts that were devoted to Jesus! In the language of the New 
Testament, the word for “devoted” in Acts 2:42 is a word that comes from the root word for 
strength. It’s range of meaning points to continual or continuing strength and a constant or 
persistent attention to something. The church was giving themselves continually to being the 
church, and this included four primary things: (1) God’s Word, which the New Testament at that 
point was the apostle’s teachings; (2) the fellowship, which was a partnership and a coming 
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together for a purpose; (3) the breaking of bread, which probably symbolized the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper in their community worship in homes; and (4) the prayers, which pointed to 
the believers’ constant dependence on God. This is the church! It’s not about programs and 
activities, but it’s about lives that are lived out in community for Jesus.
1. Are you devoted to the Word of God? Share some practical advice on getting into the Word.
2. Are you devoted to the fellowship? This was a fellowship like a society or association, which 

was joined together for a common purpose. What is the purpose of our fellowship?
3. Are you devoted to worship? How do you do this daily, weekly, individually, and corporately?
4. Are you devoted to the prayers? Share some practical advice on spending time in prayer.

The church is sacrificial in sustaining and providing for the body of Christ (44-45).
There was no command by the apostles that precipitated the giving that’s seen in Acts 

2:44-45. There was no promise of great blessing and financial return if only people would give to 
the church. Instead, it appears that the early church saw needs and were moved by the Holy 
Spirit to generosity and to sacrifice in order to meet needs in the church. What happened in the 
early church at this point was the only thing that made sense in the church. If the believers were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and were led by the Holy Spirit, then caring for one another in order to 
sustain and to provide for the church — which was and is the body of Christ — was the only 
logical thing for the church to do. Today, the principle of sacrifice for the sustenance and 
provision of the body of Christ hasn’t changed! While the specifics of what this looks like may 
differ based on the needs in the church, believers filled with and following the Holy Spirit will 
alway be led to sacrifice in order to sustain and to provide for the body of Christ to do the work 
of Christ.
1. Why do you think so many people have a negative view of financial matters and giving when it 

comes to the church? Are these views right or wrong, helpful or unhelpful?
2. What’s the difference between tithes and offerings? Which is occurring in Acts 2:44-45? Why?
3. Is your giving sacrificial? Is it focused on sustaining and providing for the body of Christ? Why, 

or why not?

The church is used by God when its members are living joyfully everyday for God 
(46-47).

The final picture of the early church in these important verses in Acts is a picture of daily 
fellowship, worship, and witness. Church wasn’t about gathering in a building once a week, but 
it was about living life together within the context of their culture and time. They ate together. 
They worshiped together, and they lived their lives together in such a way that others were 
drawn to the difference that Jesus made in their lives. They also did one, additional thing: They 
witnessed. God’s Word says that people were being saved everyday through the witness of the 
church in Jerusalem. As God stated in Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.” Therefore, the only way that there were people saved 
everyday through the witness of the church was through the words of Christ that were shared by 
the church. Today, the church is still used by God when its members are living joyfully everyday 
for God, sharing the word of Christ with the world around the body of Christ.
1. How does your small group help to develop the kind of purposeful community that’s seen in 

Acts 2:46-47? What are some things that you can do to promote this kind of community?
2. How’s your joy? Is joy something that circumstances dictate or that individuals decide? What 

does Scripture say about that? How should worship and community impact joy?
3. When was the last time you shared the Gospel? Identify one person that you can share the 

Gospel with this coming week. Pray for that person, and then commit to share the Gospel with 
them this week!
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